
  

A Stable Foundation 
By Erin Croteau 

 
Are you finding yourself in some tough situations as of late? Are you feeling as though you are 
unable to get a good handle on all the things you think about and need to do? I’m there too! 

As of late, I have found myself craving some simplicity. I need some peace. I need some rest. 
What about you? Christmas is upon us and it’s not always a season of peace and rest 
(especially if you have young children). Why don’t we take a moment and gain a different per-
spective? 

Let’s tiptoe into the scene we find in Luke 2. We peer into the dark stable. Our eyes have to 
take a moment to adjust to the dimly lit area. It smells like sweet hay but also a bit like animals. 
A donkey’s nose brushes against our arms and gently brays. We go to pet the donkey, but wait, 
over there in the corner—is that people? It is! The dim light shines off their faces. We can make 
out a man’s form, kneeling by a woman, and then helping her over to a manger a few feet away. 
It takes us a moment to see what’s in the manger. Then, we see snuggled down in the hay, a   
baby. Why is there a baby in the stable? We don’t even have time to think about it, when, in 
stumble several shepherds. They’re out of breath and smiling and laughing with joy. They tell 
the couple about a host of angels who declared this child is the Savior—Christ the Lord! They 
ran all the way into town to find the baby exactly where the angels had said He would be. 

How could a baby be the Savior? Was this the one prophesied about in the Old Testament? Je-
sus grew older and began His ministry at the age of thirty. If we read the gospels we see Jesus 
taught things that He should not have knowledge about. He didn’t go to school to become one 
of the religious leaders. Yet, Jesus spoke with authority, He healed people, He challenged peo-
ple, He exposed the sin of those who were hard of heart. Jesus sacrificed Himself. Everything 
Jesus did was done in perfect love and perfect obedience to His Father. I realize this is not an 
exhaustive list of what Jesus did or how He interacted with others. John 21:25 tells us the world 
wouldn’t be able to contain all the books that could be written about all Jesus did. If the world 
could not contain all the books, well then, I can’t manage to do it in this newsletter article! 



  
Have you loved perfectly? Have you obeyed perfectly? The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us (John 1: 14). It’s Jesus—He was with God in the beginning (John 1:2) and He is life 
(John 1:4). The baby we saw in that manger is called “Faithful and True…KING OF KINGS, 
AND LORD OF LORDS (Revelation 19:11, 16).” 

Read about Jesus, know Him, love Him, make Him the center of your life. He’s worthy of it. 
When you walk with Jesus, you’ll find peace, you’ll find rest. You’ll learn to deal with others 
in love, your words will bring life and healing because you’re no longer pleasing yourself, but 
focusing on Jesus. 

Picture yourself back in the stable. There’s a chill in the air. Mary is rocking Jesus in her arms. 
Eight days later, Jesus would be presented at the temple as was the custom. At the temple, Sim-
eon saw Jesus and exclaimed, “For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which you have pre-
pared in the presence of all people (Luke 2:30).” Simeon saw Jesus as a baby but he saw Jesus 
for who He was. He is the salvation on which we can stand. The baby born in a stable is our 
stable foundation. 

“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the 

presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Je-

sus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now 

and forever. Amen.” (Jude 1:24) 

The FCF Offices will be closed Dec 24—
January 1.  

 If you have an emergency, please call the 
FCF Office at 301-223-4803 and leave a   
message or email admin@explorefcf.com.   

2022 Offering  

2022 Tithe Envelopes should be available 
for pick up mid-December in the foyer at 
FCF.  If you would like to give using Tithe 
Envelopes, please contact Christy at     
admin@explorefcf.com.   
 

Giving receipts will be available mid-
January for anyone who gave through  
envelopes.   
 

Thank you for your generous giving 
throughout 2021! 

Mark your calendar for January 21, 22 & 23 for our 
Global Ministry Weekend.  On Friday, we will kick off 
with a Ministry Focus Dinner; Saturday is still in the 
planning stages; and Sunday will round out the 
weekend with our annual Global Ministry Sunday.  
More information will be coming soon about this ex-
citing weekend.  Watch the bulletin, website, and our 
APP for more information and to RSVP to different 
events happening that weekend. 



 

We are looking for-

ward to a time of 

preparing our 

hearts for Christ-

mas.  On Sunday, 

Dec 12 we will 

have a special morning of special music and wor-

ship. 

Only the 10:45am service will be held.  The ser-

vice will be Family Worship Style with the K-5th 

graders worshipping with their family.  Due to the 

nature of this service, livestream will not be availa-

ble. 

We invite everyone to join us for Our Family   

Christmas Gathering. 

Faith Kids’ Part in  
A Family Christmas Gathering 

 
Faith Kids will be participating in A Fami-
ly Gathering.  Some important info for 
those participating: 

How do we practice? 

Wee Faith Kids (ages 3-5) will be prac-
ticing in class on Sunday mornings at 
10:45. 

Elementary Faith Kids will be practicing 
at Kidz Life and encouraged to practice 
at home. (You do not need to attend   
Kidzlife to participate.) 

Please access the links on our Facebook 
page or through weekly newsletters.) 

What do we wear? 

"Sunday Best" is appropriate attire for 
our Sunday morning gathering. 

Is there a dress rehearsal? 

Yes!  We will have a rehearsal on  De-
cember 11th at 9:30. This is an “all 
hands on deck/everybody needs to be 
there” rehearsal.  Singing in our class-
rooms, at home and at Kidz Life is a 
whole lot different than singing on the 
stage! We want to make sure we are 
ready and well prepared to have the best 
gathering possible. 

What time do I need to be here on Dec 
12?  

Please be in Room 7 by 10am ready to 
go. Please stop by the rest room before 
going to the room.  Nursery –Preschool 
children will check in as usual; K-5th 
Graders do not need to check in be-
cause they will be dismissed to sit with 
their parents after they sing. 

Our Holiday Banquet will be December 5 at 

4pm at FCF.  The RSVP deadline is November 

28.   

Please note that the auditorium will be set up 

for the banquet for the morning services on 

December 5.  Please feel free to sit in any of 

the open chairs. 



FCF ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will 
be Dec 19 following the 10:45am service.  At the 

meeting we will be voting on the proposed changes 
to the FCF Constitution.  To have a pdf of the revi-
sions emailed to you or to get a paper copy (limited 
number available), contact the FCF Office.    

All are welcome to attend the meeting; however, 
based on the FCF Constitution, only official mem-
bers are able to vote.  For more information about 

becoming a member of the church, contact the 
FCF Office. 

Faith Kids Investors 
Please mark your calendars and save 

February 5 for our yearly Investor Train-

ing.  More information will be coming in 

the following weeks. 

Faith Kids and Switchback 

Please take note of our schedule changes for 

our 9:15am hour for the month of December.  

We will resume on January 9. 

Switchback Students 

Watch for more info about our All-Nighter 

that will be held Dec 31—Jan 1.    



How to know if you’re really living for Jesus 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” - Luke 12:34 

A lady answered a knock at her door one day to find a man with a very downcast look on 
his face. Concerned, she asked, “Can I help you?” 

“I’m sorry to disturb you,” the man said, “but I’m collecting money for an unfortunate fami-

ly in the neighborhood. The husband is out of work, the kids are hungry, the utilities will 
soon be cut off, and worse, they’re going to be kicked out of their apartment if they don't 
pay the rent by this afternoon.” 

“Of course. I’ll be happy to help,” replied the woman with great concern. “But who are 
you?” 

The man looked her in the eye and said, “The landlord.” 
Like that landlord, the things you value will provoke you to action. If at the center of your 
values is your love for material wealth or desire to please people, then you’re going to 

make those things your main concern. But if you value Christ above all, everything else 
will pale in comparison. 

Let the cause of Christ be the main value of your life. You’ll know it is when it motivates 

your thoughts and actions above everything else! 

 

Prayer Challenge 

Ask God to make Jesus the center of your life, motivating all you think, say, and do. 

Questions for Thought 

If someone you’d never met followed you around on a normal day, what would he or she 

say is the main focus of your life? 

What’s one way your life would look differently if you put Jesus completely at the center? 

 

 

There are several things going on at FCF in December.  Please read through the newslet-

ter to know of some schedule changes on December 12, the Annual FCF Meeting on De-
cember 19, and Christmas Eve services on December 24.  We will have our potluck on 

December 15 and plans are being made to have our annual New Year’s Potluck on Satur-
day, January 1, 2022.  We can’t think of a better way to enter 2022 than spending time 
with our Young at Heart Family!   

  

December- Young @ Heart   

Wednesday Bible Study –10am 

Potluck—December 15 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=luke+12:34
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible-verses-about-love-24
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/


We are excited to offer a new FREE tool to help with communication about what is going on at 
FCF, RSVP for events, access the FCF directory, manage your volunteer schedule and much more. 
 

To download the app: 
1. Search “Church Center” in your app store 
2. Download and install 
3. Click on “Get Started” 
4. It will need to access your location.  You can either allow it to access your location 

and click “Faith Christian Fellowship” or search manually. 
5. Click on our church logo and select  “This is my church” 
6. Enter your phone number 
7. Enter the login code that you will immediately be texted to you 
8. Click on your user profile (upper right corner) to log in  
(Don’t worry, these steps are just to set up the app.  You won’t have to do this  every 
time.) 
 

From the home page you can RSVP to events through sign-ups and view the FCF calendar.   
 
From your profile you can access: 
• My Registrations  which shows what events you have RSVPed 
• My Directory Settings which allows to choose what information you would like to share with 

other members of the directory. Click on the prompt to request to be invited to the directory. 
• My Groups shows you the Groups you are currently in. 
• My Services shows you where you are scheduled to serve. 
 
For those who serve in various  ministries at FCF,  you should be hearing from your ministry lead-
ers soon about an additional app to download to manage your volunteers schedule. 
 
For more assistance with the APP, stop by the table in the foyer at FCF.  



Inspired by a passion for the outdoors and compassion for the needy, 
Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry (FHFH) is committed to 

addressing America's hunger problem in a unique and relevant way. 
Established in 1997, FHFH enables hunters and farmers in states na-
tionwide to provide nutritious meat to feed the hungry of their com-
munities.  

HOW DID IT START 

FHFH was started by Rick Wilson (Matt Wilson’s dad!) after he met a woman who had 
stopped to pick up a deer that was dead on the side of the road.  Her children were 

hungry and she was desperate to provide food for them. 

FARMERS and HUNTERS 
Hunters in some parts of the country are able to harvest more deer than they can eat 

or share with their friends and family. Farmers are issued management permits to re-
duce deer numbers that are damaging their crop yields. Some also have livestock 
they are willing to donate.  

MEAT PROCESSORS 

Farmers and hunters are invited to donate their deer, other big game, or livestock to 
inspected, approved meat processors that participate with FHFH. Individuals, busi-
nesses, churches, clubs and foundations make contributions to FHFH to help cover 

the costs of processing, packaging and freezing the meat.  

FOOD BANKS and FEEDING MINISTRIES 

This nutritious, low fat, high protein meat is then given to community agencies such as 
food banks, church pantries, church feeding ministries, the Salvation Army, communi-

ty food banks, emergency assistance programs, Rescue Missions, and children's 
homes to distribute or serve to their clients. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Generous hunters who are willing to donate their deer 

• Generous donors who are willing to donate money toward processing 

 

For more information about FHFH, visit www.fhfh.org 

 

 

DECEMBER  

Global Impact Ministry Partner 

FARMERS & HUNTERS  



December 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

10am Young at 

Heart 

6pm Switch-

back 

6:30pm Kidzlife 

2 3 4 

5 

4pm Holiday 

Banquet 

6 

9:30am MOPS 

7 

Prayer and    

Fasting 

7pm Prayer 

Gathering 

7pm Meal & 

Service at the 

Mission 

8 

10am Young at 

Heart 

6pm Switch-

back 

6:30pm Kidzlife 

9 10 

5:30pm Kids 

Christmas Party 

and Parents 

Night Out 

(RSVP required) 

11 

9:30am Christ-

mas Program 

Dress Rehearsal 

 

12 

10:45am A Family 

Christmas     

Gathering 

(No 9:15am     

Service) 

13 14 

7pm Prayer 

Gathering 

15 

10am Young at 

Heart 

6pm Switch-

back 

6:30pm Kidzlife 

16 17 18 

19 

FCF Annual    

Business Meeting 

after 10:45am 

Service 

20 

9:30am MOPS 

21 

7pm Prayer 

Gathering 

22 

10am Young at 

Heart 

No Evening    

Ministries 

23 24 

6pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 

Merry        

Christmas! 

26 27 28 29 

No Evening    

Ministries 

30 31  

FCF Offices Closed 


