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Good Fruit 

By Erin Croteau 
 
This isn’t a plug for helping out in the children’s program at FCF, but if you’re not taking part, 
you’re missing out! It is true that I share an office with Amelia (our Faith Kids director) but I am in 
no way being compensated by her to write this article. If you listen and take part in the kid’s      
lessons, there is no doubt that even as an adult, you won’t leave without being challenged. 

One Wednesday, I listened to my K-2 Kidzlife kids recite Matthew 7:17b “Every good tree bears 
good fruit. But a bad tree bears bad fruit.” The kids were challenged (as I challenge you) to think 
about what kind of fruit they produce. There were some giggles as kids shouted “lemons” and 
“clementines,” but you know the fruit I’m talking about—the fruit of the spirit like we see in        
Galatians 5:22-23—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. If you were to make a list of your “fruit” this past week, what kind would it be? 

But, the question remains, how is it that we bear good fruit? I’m thinking of a word that starts 
with the letter “A.” I’ll even give you a hint: it’s one of Pastor Gordon’s favorite words (he has a 
painting representing the word). 

ABIDE 

You guessed it! Abide. John 15:4-5 says, “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart 
from me you can do nothing.” 

                                                                                          continued on page 2 
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Continued from page 1 

This is such a difficult concept sometimes. We get caught in the lie--If I am to bear fruit, then I 
must need to try hard to bear the fruit. We get stuck in a cycle of trying to bear the fruit on our 
own and often end up tired and frustrated. Does the branch toil and work hard to bear its fruit? 
Not at all! It stays connected to the vine and the fruit naturally grows. 

The kid’s lesson simply ended with: Ask God to help you bear good fruit because God wants you 
to bear good fruit. If you ask him, he’ll show you. Will it be an all out battle in your mind? Possibly. 
Will it produce Christ-like character in you? Absolutely, if you surrender yourself to obedience. If 
you abide in Christ, He’ll bring you to the circumstances where you will bear much fruit. He’ll 
prune you so you bear even more fruit. It will be even better than lemons and clementines          
because it will be the fruit that declares the truth of Jesus and it will be fruit that lasts for eternity. 

Upcoming Events– More information about these events can be 
 found in the following pages of the newsletter. 

May 6—National Day of Prayer 
May 6—Global Impact Team Meeting—7pm 
May 8—Ladies Breakfast and tour of Plumb Grove 
May 9—Mother’s Day 
May 23—Last Day of Spring Education Groups 
May 23—Communion 
May 31—Memorial Day 
June 5—FCF Work Day 
June 6—FCF Picnic 
June 21-25—VBS 

 Come out and cheer on the FCF 

Softball Team! 

Mark your calendar for the dates 

on the right and plan to be at the 

Hagerstown Fairgrounds to cheer 

on the FCF Softball team!  There 

is no admission which means it’s 

cheap entertainment!  Gather 

with old FCF friends and meet 

some of our new families as well!  



NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

May 6, 2021 

Join together with us as we pray for our 
church, community, and nation. 

 

The church will be open from 9am-4pm 
for anyone to come and pray.  

Prayer Guides will be available. 

Guided Prayer Times: 

• 6:00-7:15AM—A time of  corporate 
guided prayer followed by a light 
breakfast and fellowship 

• 12noon-1:15PM—A time of corporate 
guided prayer followed by a light lunch 
and fellowship 

If you are able to join us for one of our 
guided pray times, please RSVP to        
admin@explorefcf.com by May 3 to help 
us prepare for the breakfast and lunch. 

LADIES BREAKFAST and TOUR of PLUMB 

GROVE MANSION (optional)—May 8         

beginning at 9am.  Join us for a morning of 

fellowship, fun, and food.  We will begin with 

breakfast at 9am and then head to Clear 

Spring to tour Plumb Grove Mansion, a 

home built in 1831, beautifully restored by 

the Clear Spring Historical Association. 

RSVP deadline is May 3. RSVP 

at    explorefcf.com,  in the FCF   

foyer, or using the pink QR 

code. 

FCF MINISTRY STAFF 
 

Gordon McDaniel, Lead Pastor  - pastor@explorefcf.com 

David Glaze, Missions Pastor  - missions@explorefcf.com 

Amelia Rowland, Faith Kids Director  - faithkids@explorefcf.com 

Lewis Rudy, Jr., Student Ministry Director  - youth@explorefcf.com 

Tony & Sarah Lehman, Worship Directors  - worship@explorefcf.com 

Erin Croteau, Community Life—events@explorefcf.com 

Christy Hixon, Office Administrator  - admin@explorefcf.com 

16726 Lappans Road  
Williamsport, MD 21795 

 301.223.4803 . 
www.explorefcf.com  

Office Hours: 

Tuesday-Thursday  
9:30am–3:00pm  

  



On June 6, we will be honoring our 2021 

Graduates. If you or someone in your    

family will graduate this year (by June 

2021), please send the following infor-

mation to admin@explorefcf.com by May 

25th so we can include them in the honor 

wall. 

• Name 

• School they will graduate from 

• Degree granted if college 

• Plans for the future 

• Picture of the grad (hard copy or 

jpeg copy) 

FCF Graduates 

May 6—Global Impact 

Team Meeting 

 in Room 7 at FCF 
 

Pastor Dave will host the 

monthly Global Impact 

Team Meeting on Thurs-

day, May 6 at 7pm.  With-

out a doubt, this has been a different 

time in our lives, but the Lord's commis-

sion to His church is still to go and make 

disciples in all the world. We will be dis-

cussing the possibility of trips to Costa 

Rica, Uganda, and Haiti and would like 

to get input from anyone interested in a 

mission trip this year. Please plan to at-

tend and let us know your thoughts, if 

you are interested. If you have any 

questions, please contact Pastor David 

at missions@explorefcf.com.   
 

FCF 

Global 

Impact 

In 2020, much to our dismay, we had to   

cancel the FCF Annual Picnic.  This year, 

we are pleased to announce that we are 

having the picnic on June 6.  The fun will 

begin at 4pm.   Bring a lawn chair! 

Unlike past years, this one will look a little 

different because of current guidelines. We 

will NOT be doing a pot luck style picnic.  

FCF will be providing the meal, dessert, 

and beverages.  To help defray the cost, 

there is a suggested donation of $5/meal 

(with a $20 cap for families).  There is no 

need to pay in advance.  A donation box 

will be available at the picnic or you can put 

the donation in a designated envelope and 

drop it in the Tithes and Offering basket in 

the sanctuary.  

We are asking you to RSVP to help us        

adequately prepare for the picnic.  You can 

RSVP at explorefcf.com (after May 3) or a 

sign-up will be in the lobby at FCF mid– 

May.  

FYI—Pastor Gordon’s     

birthday is on May 21!  I 

won’t tell you how old he 

is, but he was born in 

1971!!! 



Sunday Morning Education Hour 

Every Sunday 9:15am - 10:30am 

 

Our in-depth study of Jesus is well underway! 

We are enjoying digging into the details of who 

Jesus is! Come join us, we've got lots more to 

go!  

Micah 
The Poor Man's Prophet 
Wednesdays 6:00 - 8:00 
 
 Micah was an advocate and defender of the 
weak, the poor, the struggling, and the abused. 
During the time of the divided kingdom, the polit-
ical leaders, (false) prophets, and priests of Ju-
dah may have been claiming to still follow God, 
but their actions told a different story. Each of 
these groups abused their status and power to 
take advantage of those God had entrusted in 
their care to lead.  

Switchback Home Group 
Monday Nights 6:30pm - 8:30pm 

Monday nights will be hosted at the Rudy’s 
house. Please contact Lewis for the address 
or additional questions. 



RSVP:  www.explorefcf.com/event-details/vbs-training 

To sign up to be an VBS Investor, visit: 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/fcffaithkids 



You were made to praise 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him 
with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are 

his people, the sheep of his pasture. - Psalm 100:1-3 

Michael Green tells the story of a young boy trying out for a part in the school play… 

His mother knew that he had his heart set on a particular part, though she was afraid he 
wouldn’t get it. He wasn’t especially gifted in theater, he sang like a cat being strangled, 

and as for prop work, his artistic talent was really limited to mud pies. On the day the 

parts were awarded, she drove to school to pick him up. The young boy rushed up to her 
screaming with excitement. His eyes were shining with pride as he exclaimed, “Momma! 

Momma! I’ve been chosen to clap and cheer!”  

Everyone has been given different talents to be used for God’s glory. But we’ve all been 
chosen to clap and cheer. Praising God is part of your spiritual DNA. It’s what you were 

made to do. And it’s a joy you’ll experience for eternity. 

Whatever you do today – make it a worship song to God. Praise Him with your lips, praise 
Him with your thoughts, and praise Him with your actions. Worship God today, and the 

people who hear your song will be blessed. 

 
Prayer Challenge:  

Ask God to give you a heart of praise. Pray that you’ll worship Him in song, prayer, and 

deeds. 

Weekly Bible Study—Wednesdays at 10am 

Potluck—Wednesday, May 19 

Our Wednesday morning Bible Studies continue to be a blessing!  It is wonderful to be 

able to gather together, either in person or through Zoom, each week to pray for and    

fellowship with one another and study God’s Word!   

We are in the very early stages of considering a Fall Y@H trip.  Some past trips include 

Fall Foliage Train Trip in Cumberland, musical at Shenandoah University, and Sight and 

Sound.  If you have a suggestion of a potential location that would be within 2 hours of 

Williamsport, please contact John Gaynor. 

Our potluck for May will be May 19.  Please bring a dish to share.  We appreciate any 

help with set up, serving and clean up.  Many hands make for light work!! 

Take time to enjoy the Spring flowers, smell the lilacs and fresh mulch, and listen to the 

songbird’s melodies!  These are all gifts from our Heavenly Father!! 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+100:1-3
https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/the-sin-of-pride-and-why-its-so-deadly.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/


Child Evangelism Fellowship®, also known as CEF®, is a Bible-centered, worldwide organ-

ization composed of born-again believers whose purpose is to evangelize boys and girls 

with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, to disciple them and to establish them in a local 

Bible-believing church for Christian living.  
 

GOOD NEWS CLUB:  A Good News Clubs are a vital part of CEF.  The club is a high-

powered 90-minute program for elementary-aged children that inspires and challenges 

them to good citizenship, high moral values, obedience to those in authority and other 

positive behaviors. Each week, the teacher presents an exciting Bible lesson using color-

ful materials from CEF Press. This action-packed time also includes songs, Scripture 

memory, a missions story and review games or other activities focused on the lesson’s 

theme. As with all CEF ministries, the purpose of the Good News Club is to evangelize 

boys and girls with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and establish (disciple) them in 

the Word of God and in a local church for Christian living. Clubs usually meet in Elemen-

tary Schools one day a week, right after school is over. 
 

FCF INVOLVEMENT in CEF:  The Carbaugh Family, Ron Clipp, and Susie Ickes have 

been very active in local Good News Clubs.  This year they have had to be creative in 

Zoom meetings, meeting at local churches,  and other  avenues to meet and interact with 

children and families.  You are welcome to chat with any of these volunteers to get more 

information about how you can volunteer at a Good News Club. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS: 

• All Washington County Clubs would be fully staffed 

• All clubs will be able to open normally for the 2021/22 School Year 

• Wisdom and guidance for Phill and Susie Michael, Director and Ministry Coordinator, 

as they lead in  Washington and Frederick Counties 

• Children to be able to attend Clubs, hear the gospel, and accept Christ as their Savior 

and Lord. 

 

 

For more info about CEF, visit  www.nwmd.cefmaryland.org/ 

MAY GLOBAL MINSITRY PARTNER: 

CHILD EVANGELLISM  

FELLOWSHIP  

http://cefonline.com/
http://cefonline.com/


Faith Café is open on Sundays 8:45-9:15am and 10:15-

1045am.  Donations to Faith Café help support FCF Min-

istries.  If you would be interested in serving in Faith Café 

(usually about once every month and a half),  please 

contact Christy at admin@explorefcf.com.   We’d love to 

have you join the team! 

Mark Your Calendars for June 5 
 
 Plan to  join us for our Church Work Day! This is a 
great opportunity to come together and take care of the 
facilities and property God has given to us as a congrega-
tion. We have both indoor and outdoor projects and we are 
looking for individuals and teams of people to help in sever-
al areas including: 

  
 INDOOR  
• Deep clean the Bathrooms and Kitchen 
• Wash windows 
• And more! 
 

OUTDOOR  
• Clean up the grounds  
• Possibly spread mulch 
• General clean-up (stumps, dead trees, mulch 

work, etc.)   
 

Tools needed: garden rakes, gas-powered hedge 
trimmers, pruners, and willing hands! 

 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 3 4 

7pm Meal and 

Service at the 

Mission 

5 

10am Y@H 

6pm Switchback 

6:30 Kidzlife 

6 

7pm Global     

Impact Team 

Meeting 

7 8 

9am Ladies 

Breakfast and 

Plumb Grove 

Tour 

9 10 11 12 

10am Y@H 

6pm Switchback 

6:30 Kidzlife 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 

10am Y@H 

Potluck 

 

6pm Switchback 

 

20 21 22 

23 

Last Sunday for 

Adult Spring   

Education Groups 

Communion 

24 25 26 

10am Y@H 

6pm Switchback 

 

27 28 29 

30 31 

Memorial Day 

     

May 2021 


